
Sunday 3-19-23

First Reading
1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13a

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 23:1-6

Second Reading
Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel Reading
John 9:1-41 (shorter form: 
John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38)

We collect aluminum cans
to recycle. 

This money goes to the 
upkeep of our cemetery. 

Leave cans in the kitchen in 
the can marked “Aluminum 

Cans”

Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 19, 2023
MASS  INTENTIONS

Sunday- Bishop’s Intentions
Tuesday March 21

Tuesday- Edward Joseph Harmon

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the Church 
Office. Please follow the 
instructions found with the 
cards.

In today’s Gospel, the healing of the man born blind invites us to focus on 
the physical and spiritual aspects of sight and light. In the first part of 
today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ response to a prevalent belief of his time: 
that misfortune and disability were the result of sin. That belief is why 
Jesus is asked the question of whose sin caused the man’s blindness—his 
own or his parents’. Jesus does not answer directly, but instead gives the 
question an entirely different dimension—through this man’s disability, 
God’s power will be made manifest. Jesus then heals the man.
The healing is controversial because Jesus heals on the Sabbath. The 

Pharisees, the religious authorities of Jesus’ time, understood that the law 
of Moses forbade work (including healing) on the Sabbath. They also have 
trouble believing that Jesus performed a miracle. To determine whether the 
man was really born blind, the Pharisees question him and his parents. The 
man challenges the leaders of the synagogue about their assessment of the 
good that Jesus has done. In turn, they expel the man for questioning their 
judgment.
The final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man 

born blind encounters Jesus again. Having heard the news of his expulsion, 
Jesus seeks out the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of 
Man. In this moment, the man born blind shows himself to be a man of 
faith and worships Jesus. Jesus replies by identifying the irony of the 
experience of many who encounter Jesus: Those who are blind will now 
see, and those who think they now see will be found to be blind.

As in last week’s Gospel about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan 
woman, today’s reading has many allusions to Baptism. The washing of the 
man in the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian Baptism. Through 
the man’s encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is 
restored, and his conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind 
gradually comes to a greater understanding about who Jesus is and what it 
means to be his disciple, while the Pharisees (those who should see) are the 
ones who remain blind.

Please note: all new parishioners who would like 
a fob to enter church, please see Paula in the 
church office during business hours.



Offertory Baskets
are in the back of the church.

Rosary Sunday & Tuesday 10:05 before 
Mass in the chapel.
An in home Friday Rosary at 9:00am, call 
Kathy Dougherty at 703 485-7978 for info. 
Come Join us, 
everyone is 
welcome.

STATIONS
OF

THE CROSS
Every Tuesday at 10 am 
before Mass until Easter.

Friday at Saint Thomas 
Episcopal Church 

at 12 noon.

Last Sunday Offerings
Regular Collection $ 1678.

Second Collection $185.
Shrine $ 15.

Each week the flowers on the altar may 
be given in honor of or in memory of 
someone you love. Make a donation 
using the envelopes labeled flowers 
located in the church foyer.

Please Note: If you want to add 
someone (with their permission) to the 
prayer list, call the church office 249-
3687, and speak with Paula, or email 
her at stpeteronc@gmail.com. 

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men

and women in the armed          
forces and our allies who 

work daily to keep us free and those who
have returned either broken of mind or 
body in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Buddy Bell
Joshua Bonner
William Broderick
Dot Hagerman
Donna Heatherington
Alice Hisada 
Juan Hisada 
Tim Honeycutt
Santa Klotz
Madeline Labetti

Terri Little
Michelle Noevere
Bob Parker
Patrick Reynolds
Michael Showfety
Mary Thumann
Dennis Vagnone
Ken Whitford
Arthur Wikander

Low Gluten Hosts are 
available. 

Please let an 
usher or the 
sacristan 
know before 
Mass.

Easter is just around the corner on April 9!
We invite you to help decorate our worship 

space by donating a Lily or Hydrangea in 
Honor of or 
in Memory of a loved one.
Lilies are $20.00 
and Hydrangeas are $30.00.
There will be envelopes 
on the foyer table.
Please make checks 
payable to:
St. Peter the Fisherman 

With Easter Flowers in the
Memo section.

You will be able to take your
plant/plants home 
after Mass on April 16. 

Fr. Tully mentioned “I Thirst” in 
the homily on Sunday. 

This QR Code is to a YouTube 
video of 

St Mother Theresa’s reflection on 
“I Thirst”.

The process of 
maturation in the faith 
is much like the 
example found in the 
story of the man born 
blind. The man is cured 
of his blindness, a 
symbol of his sin. Each 
time he meets someone 
after the healing, the 
man comes to a deeper 
awareness of who Jesus 
is. In a similar way, we 
who are baptized 
continue to mature in 
faith as our relationship 
with and knowledge 
about Jesus grows.

Rotary Boat Show Parking
April 14, 15, 16

We need someone to help run 
this fundraiser. 
(See Patrick O’Donnell after mass

or let Paula Valinoti know)
Volunteers are needed

St. Peter’s Sunday March 19!
Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama

Will be celebrating Mass 
And joining us after Mass at the Sunday Social.

Paula Shininger is our new Office Manager,
And a parishioner here at the church.

New office hours: 10-2
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
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